An objection was filed. What happens at
the hearing?

The hearing is your chance to let the court
know why you agree or disagree with the
recommendation. When your case is called
you sit at one of the tables before the refer-
ee. FOC and/or the court will review the
recommendation and allow each party an
opportunity to speak. It is important to
bring supporting documentation with you
to the hearing. At most hearings FOC is
present to perform any calculations as di-
rected by the court. The court will make a
decision to modify the child support order,
dismiss the petition, request additional in-
formation, and/or refer it back to FOC for a
recalculation.

Important links:

Michigan Child Support Formula:

http://courts.mi.gov/Administration/
SCAO/Resources/Documents/
Publications/Manuals/
focb/2013MCSF .pdf

Marginsoft calculator:

http://www.marginsoft.net/

Income Review Request form:

http://www.accesskent.com/Courts/
FOC/pdfs/
Income Review Request Form.pdf

In Pro Per Child Support form:

http://www.accesskent.com/Courts/
FOC/pdfs/InProPerSupport.pdf

Agreement to Modify Support form:

http://www.accesskent.com/Courts/
FOC/pdfs/Assist_Agree Support.pdf
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It is important that child support charges
correspond with a parent’s ability to pay.
In Michigan, child support is calculated
according to the Michigan Child Support
Formula (MCSF). It is based on many fac-
tors such as both parents’ incomes, which
may include potential income, the number
of children on the case, any additional bio-
logical or adopted children, child care for
the children on the case being reviewed,
medical insurance for children, and the
number of overnights the children spend
with each parent.

FOC reviews child support obligations in
the following situations:

o A written request from a party asking
for an income review. A party may re-
quest a review once every 3 years or
upon evidence of a significant change
in circumstance.

« Upon court order.

o Every three years when public assis-
tance is involved.

e Upon FOC initiative in certain situa-
tions.

When we start an income review we send
out forms to you, the other party, and to
any employers. You will have 14 days to
return the forms to us. If you do not return
your forms the review may be terminated
or completed without your input. Next, we
will calculate child support according to
the MCSF and send a recommendation to
both parties. Once we mail the recommen-

dation, you will most likely have 21 days
during which to review the recommenda-
tion, ask questions regarding the recom-
mendation, and decide whether you want to
object. If there is an objection you will
have a hearing before a referee who will
make a decision. If neither party objects the
recommendation will likely become an or-
der.

How do I change child support?

If your situation changes it is important to
act quickly. You may request an income
review using the Income Review Request
form, If you are not eligible for a review
then you can file a motion with the court
on your own using the In Pro Per Child
Support forms or through an attorney.
Please note the recommendation may be
for an increase, a decrease, or no change in
the current amount.

The other parent and I agree to an
amount. What do I do?

There are certain requirements that must be
followed when parents decide not to follow
the MCSF. You may complete the Agree-
ment to Modify Support form, return it to
our office, and we will let you know if we
are able to assist you. Or, you may file a
stipulated order with the court on your own
or through an attorney.

When will any change in support take
effect?

Support may be changed back to the date a
formal petition is filed with the court.
When an income review is started by our
office a petition is mailed to you along with
the financial questionnaire.

Does the MCSF consider my bills and
living expenses?

The MCSF assumes everyone has certain
living expenses such as rent, car payment,
utilities, etc., and these are already built
mto the formula. However, if you have ex-
penses related to a bankruptcy plan, exces-
sive medical expenses, or costs associated
with the conviction of certain crimes, this
information may be considered.

What happens if someone quits his or
her job?

When a parent voluntarily reduces his or
her income child support may still be cal-
culated using the former earnings.

What if I disagree with a support
recommendation?

In most cases you have 21 days to file an
objection. The instructions for how to ob-
ject will be included with your recommen-
dation. Your objection must be related to
the figures used in the calculation. If you
do not object then the recommendation will
become an order.



